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Tayshas - The NOAC Edition
With NOAC just a year
away, it is time to get serious on going. This edition
of Tayshas will feature
Q&A on NOAC, information on the upcoming
2015 NOAC, and pictures
from previous NOACs. I
highly encourage anyone
to go. This newsletter
isn’t all about NOAC
though. It also features
the location of the next
SR 2-3 North Conclave
and our up and coming
events including the fall
fellowship and lodge ban-

quet. We hope that these
next few pages will get
you fired up for NOAC.

Get on board for NOAC
The National Order of the Arrow Conference (NOAC) is a week long national
event for Arrowmen. The week will be filled with some of the best training sessions,
recreational activities, evening shows full of theatrics and special effects, and exciting
activities. Over 10,000 Arrowmen from across the country gather every three years
for this exciting event. For those of you who have been to a Jamboree, just imagine
Jamboree, for the Order of the Arrow. Did I mention that you get to sleep in dorms
instead of tents? Next year marks the 100th anniversary of the Order of the Arrow.
Because of this special occasion, national is giving all those who attend a special sash.
The sash will be the same as the one we have now, but the one at NOAC will be in
reverse, a white arrow on a red sash! Next year’s NOAC will be held at Michigan
State University. Our Lodge has decided that we should go by train, Amtrak to be
precise. Why Amtrak? I am sure most of you are familiar with how uncomfortable a
bus and plane can be. A plane takes less time to get to Michigan, but it is more expensive. A bus is less expensive then a plane but more cramped and uncomfortable.
With Amtrak, we can relax in their comfortable seats, go to the observation car to
check out the view or play some games, and eat in there nice dinning car. (continued
to the next page)

Page 2

Tayshas

Get on board for NOAC (continued)
(Continued from the 1st page)

Sounds cool right? And to think that your getting all of this for only $1000!!
Sound expensive? NOAC is much less then a National Scout Jamboree and just as
exciting. Just think of all that you are getting for that price. You are getting a train
ride (to and from), the admission price to get into NOAC, all meals during the trip,
lodging before NOAC, and (the best part in my opinion) our special lodge NOAC
patches!! Matthew M. and Matt L. will be the youth and adult leader for NOAC.
Put in a $200 deposit to get your name on the list for NOAC. What are you waiting for? Go sign up now (and tell your fellow Arrowmen about NOAC to)! If you
want a visual description of NOAC, check out this promo video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MplvZTkfLOA

“What does the
ArrowTour
program involve?
How about
history displays,
an OA evening
show, hat/belt
branding, and an
inflatable

ArrowTour
For those of you who are not able to
attend NOAC we have something for
you to. In
the summer of
2015, four
delegations of youth Arrowmen will travel to
council camps and Scouting events to
bring our national centennial experience
to Scouts, Arrowmen, and communities

obstacle course.”

throughout the country. What is
the name for this great event?
ArrowTour.
What does the
ArrowTour program involve?
How about history displays, an OA evening
show, hat/belt branding, and an
inflatable obstacle course. Sound
fun? The route is still being
planned so stay tuned.

2015 SR 2-3 North Conclave
And the winner for next
year’s 2015 SR 2-3 North
Conclave is… Camp Don
Harrington near Amarillo,
TX!! Those of you who went
to this year’s conclave are
probably saying “I thought it
was going to be at Tarleton
University?” Unfortunately,
Tarleton could not agree to
the contract so the section
went with the fall back location: Camp Don Harrington.

Camp Don Harrington
opened in 1945 and is
located in the Texas Panhandle, just 10 miles
south of Amarillo. Don
Harrington has 12
campsites, a full dining
hall and kitchen, a large
heated swimming pool,
and some archery and
rifle ranges. Some cool
features that this camp
has are a Ropes challenge

course including low and
high elements and a popular attraction called the
"swinging bridge" that
resides over their lake.
The camp just recently
added a tepee, a fort, a
castle, and a pirate ship.
Check the map to the
camp here: http://
www.goldenspread.org/
Programs/Camps/Camp%
20Images/cdh%20map.pdf
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July and August Ordeal
Thank you to everyone
that helped out with the
July and August Ordeal.
We had over 110 candidates attend the Ordeals
this year! The ceremonies that Oklee Tuklo put
on where once again
amazing. Thanks also to
Joshua A. and Thomas G.
for being the July and August Ordeal Masters. A
lot of work was done by
the candidates. Painting

the front gate to Pirtle
and building some new
benches and tables are
just some of the work
that the candidates did
over the weekend.
Thank you again and join
me in welcoming our new
brothers into the order!!

Fall Encampment and Lodge Banquet
Here are two events for
you guys to be looking
forward to. The Fall Encampment will be from
27th-28th of September
at Camp Pirtle. You can
learn several Native
American crafts and play
some cool games. We
will also be voting on
next year lodge officers.
If you want to be a lodge
officer you need to have

a letter of recommendation from your
chapter adviser
turned into the lodge
adviser. The lodge
banquet will be held
at Alpine Church of
Christ in Longview on
the 15th of November. We will be giving out chapter
awards and eating
some good food. I
cannot wait to see
you guys there.

Lodge Chief’s Report by Jonathan B.
Hello fellow Arrowman
we have quite a busy past
few months. The July and
August Ordeals went
great with Josh A. and
Thomas G. as the ordeal
masters. We have had
over 110 ordeal candidates go through the ordeals. Welcome them as
they return back to their
chapters and troops back

home. Coming up events
is Fall Encampment were
the lodge will have native
American games, crafts,
dance and ceremony classes, and a lot more. This
will be September 26-28
and more information will
be available closer to
date.
Even though its a year
away, NOAC planning

Secretary’s Section by Thomas G.
This month of August has
been very busy for me. I
was able to volunteer as
the August Ordeal Master. I probably did not
know what I was getting
into. Through all the mishaps that happened (and
the very hot weather),
we were still able to welcome over 70 candidates
into the order. I would
like to thank everyone

that helped out. I would
not have been able to do
this if it were not for you
guys. I am very excited
for NOAC and will definitely be going. Thank
you again for your help.
Thank you to Caddo,
Oklee Tuklo, and Three
Rivers who turned in
their articles. Thanks to
Mr. Bush for the NOAC
pics.

has begun. The lodge will be going to NOAC via Amtrak and this will be a whole lot
more fun than a charter bus. NOAC will
be August 1-9, so go ahead and put that
date on your calendar. I went to the NOAC in 2012 and it was one of the best experiences I have ever had. I would recommend this trip to anybody. We are excepting patch designs for NOAC and the
100 OA anniversary patches.
WWW

Administrations Answers by Josh V.
This will be my first NOAC and I am looking forward to going. I'm not
really sure what all I will
do while I'm there but I
am sure I will find plenty
to do. Me and my brothers are excited about
going to our first NOAC
together. We can't wait
to be able to come back
to share our experiences
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Caddo Report by Marshall F.
All is good in the Caddo
Chapter. A long time
chapter project was completed in May. A brand
new bridge, built in Doug
Gardner’s name, was
completed over the creek
by the rifle range. This
was one of the biggest
hurdles to hiking the Silver Circle Trail. Kuddos
to Kevin B. for being
Camp Chief during Summer Camp. He did a

great job of taking care of
business, he even did a
Brotherhood Call-out
that went very well and
received many compliments. We also had
charge of the kitchen during the July Ordeal. Everyone enjoyed all the
good cooking. During
the August Ordeal, we
received 6 new members.
Congratulations and Welcome to the Brother-

hood. Our Brotherhood
ceremony team is doing
very well and continues
to improve. We meet on
the second Thursday of
each month at 7pm at
New Hope Baptist
Church in Gary. See you
there!

Three Rivers Report by Thomas G.
“With the help
of these past
two ordeals, we
received over 30
new candidates
into our
chapter!! ”

Things have been pretty
exciting these past couple
of months in the Three
Rivers Chapter. For
summer camp, most of
our chapter went to Trevor Rees Jones Scout
Camp in Athens, TX.
We all had fun even
though it was very rainy.
With the help of these
past two ordeals, we re-

ceived over 20 new candidates into our chapter!!
Our fellow chapter member, Thomas G., had the
privilege of being the August Ordeal Master along
with Zach B. being his
Tribal Warrior and
Koehler M. from Cherokee Trace as his second
Tribal Warrior. Our
chapter is also very excit-

Oklee Tuklo Report by
This quarter Okee Tuklo
has been very busy, along
with other chapters, preparing ceremonies for the
Ordeals at Camp Pirtle.
As always, we had a lot of
help from CeCe Allen. In
July, we had eight brothers performing in the ceremonies, and in August,
we had ten. Several of
the new brothers from
the July Ordeal stepped

up and helped out by being Elangomats in the August Ordeal. In July, we
had a great Ordeal. It
was cool and breezy. In
August, though, it was
quite hot. Now that
school is starting, we will
have a lot of time to prepare for next summer’s
Ordeals.

ing to be cooking at the
Fall Encampment. Can’t
wait to see all of you
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Adviser’s Minute by Matt L.
Get on board for NOAC
The details are coming together for the Tejas Lodge National Order of the Arrow Conference contingent.
The Conference runs from August 3rd to the 8th in East Lansing Michigan on the campus of Michigan State
University. The plan for our contingent will be to depart Longview, TX on August 1, 2015 and return on
August 9th. You might ask, “why would we depart from Longview?” and that would be a good question.
The reason: that is the location that the AMTRAK Texas Eagle visits each day on its way from Dallas to Chicago.

On the trip, you will get to see the Midwest up close and personal at 100 m.p.h. as we go by Texarkana,
Little Rock, St. Louis, Springfield and Chicago. While on board you can have a snack in the lounge, play
cards in the observation lounge, eat a meal in the dining car or
take a nap in your wide reclining coach seat. We will see the St.
Louis arch, cross the mighty Mississippi River, pass ancient Indian
mounds, see a community of Sears catalog homes from the early
1900’s and see rows of power generating windmills. In Chicago,
we will change trains at union station right across the river from
the Willis tower, the tallest building in the United States, and
then board the Blue Water Express for a short ride to East Lansing.

10,000 Arrowmen.

The all-inclusive cost for attending with our contingent will
$1000. That includes the conference fee, transportation to and
from East Lansing, food on the trip, lodging before the conference, shirts, administrative fees and special lodge flaps. The lodge
will be conducting fund raisers to help defray the cost of the trip.
A $200 deposit will get your name on the list at the council office. Sign up today so you do not miss out on the opportunity to
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Order of the Arrow with

You never know what it will be next year, but this week the temperatures in East Lansing ranged from 57
to 83 degrees. It sounds like a pretty nice place to visit in August.

Tayshas

The mission of the
Tejas Lodge, Order of
the Arrow is to fulfill
its purpose as an integral part of the East
Texas Area Council,
Boy Scouts of America
through positive youth
leadership under the
guidance of selected
capable adults.

Final Notes by Thomas G.
This Taysha took me awhile to put together. I hope all of you enjoy it.
NOAC is definitely something to get interested in and I hope to see you
all there. If you have any questions about this newsletter or NOAC,
email me at:
secretary@tejaslodge.org
WWW
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