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Brotherhood, Cheerfulness, and Service
Wimachtendienk,
Wingolauchsik, Witahemui. The three “Ws”
of the Order of the Arrow. Their translation:
Brotherhood, Cheerfulness, and Service. We all
have learned these three
words at our Ordeal Ceremony. Most of us have
grown in understanding of
these words as we
achieved Brotherhood.
Most of us are still growing in understanding of
these words. In this article we will take a look at
these words and what
they truly mean.
Brotherhood: The Merriam-Webster Dictionary
defines Brotherhood as
“feelings of friendship,
support, and understanding between people.” In
the Order of the Arrow,
friendship and fellowship is
essential. If we hated our
fellow Arrowmen or kept
to ourselves as we try to
complete tasks, what kind
of order would we be?
Are order is comprised of
youth and adult from all
over the nation. We are
bound together in brotherhood when we go thru
the Ordeal Ceremony.

What if we used these
same principals outside of
our Order? What if we
showed friendship to that
kid at school, the one everyone picks on? What if
we showed support to
one of our family members for an important decision that they made?
What if we showed understanding to an enemy
and forgave them? What
kind of a world would we
live in?
Cheerfulness: Have you
ever been asked or have
seen someone ask another
person why they are so
cheerful all of the time?
Do you remember the
answer that you or they
gave? Sometimes, being
cheerful can be one of
hardest of the “Ws” to
live by. It can be even
harder when a loved one
has died, when we are
performing an irksome
task, or a weighty responsibility. So why should we
be cheerful then when it is
easier to be sad or
gloomy? Because the way
you act effects everyone
around you. If you are
cheerful, then everyone
else around will follow

your lead. If you are miserable, not only does it
affect those around you,
but it will affect your
whole team.
Service: This last “W” is
what are Order is known
for. We have been known
for tackling huge service
projects and finishing them
with a smile. Service,
however, means a lot
more than going out and
fixing up some trails. As
Arrowmen, we provide
service wherever it is
needed, even if that means
to people we do not normally like. What do you
think would happen if you
asked a kid at school if he
needed help with a class
or a fellow coworker if
they needed help with a
project? That is why we
should live by the “Ws” of
our Order not only as
Arrowmen, but as a member of our family, as citizen of our nation, and as a
resident of our world. If
we live by
Wimachtendienk,
Wingolauchsik, and Witahemui, then we can
change our world.
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Tejas Lodge 100th Anniversary Party
With all of this talk
about the 100th anniversary of the Order of
the Arrow, you are
probably getting a little
bit excited. This huge
milestone deserves a
celebration doesn't it?
How about a party with
cake, a piñata, and
games! Well you are in
luck! Tejas Lodge is
hosting a huge birthday

party to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the
OA. You are invited to
join other Arrowmen
May 1-2 at Camp Pirtle
for a weekend of play,
work, and celebration.
The party starts at 7:00
with registration at 6:00
on Friday. The next
day, we will be helping
with Thumbuster
Workday. We will be

Learning Shelter Slab Update
“Eventually the
lodge plans on
closing in the
shelter and
adding heating
and cooling.”

Tejas Lodge has taken
on the project of improving the learning
shelter in the Camp
Pirtle training area. The
lodge has funded pouring the floor in the
training center in conjunction with the
McReynolds name tag
fund from the proceeds
of name tag sales. The
learning center is used

by NYLT and Woodbadge courses among
other groups including
summer camp. Eventually the lodge plans on
closing in the shelter
and adding heating and
cooling. The slab was
poured for the shelter
in February.

Help needed with Ordeals
This year, the July and
August Ordeal will need
more volunteer help
then ever. Not only are
we trying to make these
ordeals extra special
because of our 100th
anniversary, but we are
also adding several new
things to the ordeals.
We are trying to make
this a memorable experience for these future

Arrowmen. We can
use any help we can get
including elangomats,
tribal warriors, and water transporters. Our
Ordeal Master this year
will be Nathaniel F. If
you are interested in
helping with the ordeals,
you can talk with Nathaniel at conclave and
at the Lodge party in
May.

helping to improve
Camp Pirtle for summer
camp. Are activities
conclude that Saturday
at 3:00. For those of
you who are going to
NOAC, there will be a
mandatory meeting at
3:00. You can print out
the registration form by
clicking here. I hope to
see you there.
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SR 2-3 North Conclave
Conclave is an adventure for Arrowmen
from across north Texas to gather for a weekend of fun, fellowship,
training, events and
competitions. The purpose is to bring together members from
ten lodges, spanning the
distance from Amarillo,
TX to Shreveport, LA.
Conclave will take place

at Camp Don Harrington in Amarillo TX on
April 17-19, 2015, hosted by Nischa Achowalogen Lodge of the Golden Spread Council. The
theme of this Conclave
is “A Future Found In
Tradition”, which fits
the great Order of the
Arrow spirit in our Section. To register, click
here

Lodge taking a bus to conclave
Tejas Lodge will be taking a bus to Conclave.
Members of Tejas
Lodge can ride the bus
for $30. The lodge is
subsidizing the bus, but
we need 40 members to
sign up for the bus before March 15th to
make it economical. If
you are going to conclave, please go ahead
and send in your pay-

ment for the bus as
soon as possible. The
bus will depart from the
council office in Tyler
Texas on Friday night
April 17 at 9 PM. All
passengers are requested to arrive at the office
at 7:30 on Friday night.
The bus will return to
the council office on
Sunday April 19th at 6
PM.

To print the bus registration form click here

plan conclave, but two
Arrowmen because
CVCs for conclave.
Kevin B. became CVC
for Shows and Thomas
G. became CVC for
Publications. Chipper
A. became CVC for
Ceremonies and American Indian Affairs last
October. If you would
like to help any of the
CVCs for conclave,

make sure to contact
them and let them
know. I am sure they
would be grateful for
your help.

depart from the
council office in
Tyler Texas on
Friday night
April 17 at 9
PM.”

Triad
Every first of the new
year, our section sets
up a meeting for Lodge
Officers and Advisers,
Conclave Vice Chiefs
(CVC) and Advisers,
and Section Officers and
Advisers to discuss the
upcoming conclave.
This year, our lodge
sent 8 Arrowmen to
represent our lodge.
Not only did they help

“The bus will
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NOAC 2015 Theme Announcement original piece here
Every drop of water
creates a ripple that
extends infinitely outwards when it touches
the ocean. Over time,
those ripples join together to become an
enormous wave large
enough to impact anything in its path. The
2015 National OA Conference theme, It Starts
With Us, is a message

“The final
theme for
NOAC, It Starts
With Us, was
driven by
similar
discussions
about
inclusiveness of
all brothers.”

to each guest that they
are the beginning of
something bigger; a
drop in a large ocean of
humanity, from which
ripples extend in every
direction. The nature of
that ripple: singular, collaborative, positive or
negative, is entirely up
to each guest. What
starts with each of us is
completely open to per-

sonal interpretation.
You decide what begins
with you and our individual decisions combine to determine what
starts with us. Each
guest is encouraged to
consider the theme
through the lens of their
own personal experience, yet compelled to
understand: something
is beginning.

Single Commemorative Sash for NOAC
The National Officers
have made a decision
that instead of giving out
the special inverted
sashes that are honor
specific, they are going
to be giving out a single
commemorative sash at
NOAC. This was primarily driven by the
symbolic nature of having a unifying sash
across the entire broth-

erhood present at the
conference, a perspective strongly advocated
by our national officers.
The final theme for
NOAC, It Starts With
Us, was driven by similar discussions about
inclusiveness of all
brothers. Additionally,
this was an opportunity
to make a red sash that
was even more special,

given that other red
sashes (and black ones)
have been issued from
time to time. If you
would like to hear the
entire reason why the
National Officers chose
to go with a single commemorative sash, click
here.

New Brotherhood Ceremony has Launched original piece here
In our history of nearly
100 years as the Order
of the Arrow, few
changes have been
made to our ceremonies. Many of these
changes were made
around the time of our
founding. Until now the
Brotherhood Ceremony
has focused on brotherhood as membership
and said almost nothing

about brotherhood itself. Many Arrowmen
have found the Brotherhood Obligation unnecessary, the progression
of the tests clumsy, and
the tone of the ceremony administrative. It has
been characterized by
dramatically unequal
parts, actions that are
often frightening, and a
lack of connection to

the symbolism of the
previous ceremonies.
The new Brotherhood
Ceremony addresses
these shortcomings
while retaining the familiar tokens and tests
of the current ceremony.
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Lodge Chief’s Report by Kevin B.
Hello all.
I have been working
with the other lodge
officers and section officers to ensure that
conclave will be an awesome experience.
We have also began
plans on a centennial
event for everyone to
get a step closer to the
anniversary sash patch.

That's it for the majority
of the upcoming plans.
Remember, that
thumbuster is around
the corner. Also, there
is still time to apply for
summer camp staff. It's
a great way to serve the
council.
WWW

Admin’s Answers by Josh V.
Hello Everyone,
This is your Lodge Vice
Chief of Administration,
Josh V. Elections have
started, so if your troop
hasn’t been contacted
about elections by your
Chapter Vice Chief of
Administration, those
calls should be coming
soon. It is important for
troops to hold elections

to elect those eligible
and deserving of OA.
Attendance is how we
grow our Chapters and
our Lodge. So, please
let me know if you
don’t hear from your
Chapter soon.
I can’t wait to see the
success of the elections!

Josh V.

“Attendance is
how we grow
our Chapters
and our Lodge.”

See you at Conclave,

Service’s Spot by Russell S.
Hi, I'm Russell S., and
I'm your 2015 Lodge
Vice-Chief of Service. As Vice-Chief of
Service, my job is to
coordinate Lodge participation in National
Service Awards, plan
and coordinate Lodge
participation in Southern Regions' "One Day
of Service," plan and
coordinate service pro-

jects during Lodge work
days and Lodge outings,
and keep an account of
the annual service hours
for the Lodge. Speaking
of service hours, our big
work day is coming
soon. Mark your calendar: May 2nd is our
Thumb Buster work day
at Camp Pirtle. We
need as many Arrowmen available to help

prepare our camp for
summer camp and other
summer time activities.
Also, plan to come early
on Friday night and join
in the celebration of our
Lodges' 81st Spring Fellowship with food, fun,
and fellowship. I'm
looking forward to
working with my chapter chiefs on upcoming
service projects.
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Ceremonies' Comments by Kyle G.
As recently elected vice
-Chief of Ceremonies
my goals are to see the
increase of participation
of all chapter members
in ceremonies. A great
time for our members
to become more involved is at conclave
and the preceding
weeks. Those interested
in ceremonies should
begin regularly sched-

“Even if you
aren't attending
NOAC,
conclave is a
great place to
gain experience
and insight on
ceremony and
dance
technique.”

uled practices. This year
at conclave I hope to
see every chapter take
part in some form of
competition related to
ceremonies; however,
above all else I wanted
everyone to enjoy this
year, especially because
it is our one-hundred
year anniversary.

Native American Affairs by Matthew M.
To everyone in the
lodge, especially the
chapter Vice Chiefs of
Native American Affairs,
I'd like to say that it is
time to start really gearing up for NOAC! As
the person in charge of
dance for our lodge, and
as the NOAC contingent leader, I'd like to
encourage everyone to
start preparing their

ceremonies and dance
teams. With conclave
fast approaching as well,
we have a great opportunity to experience
what the competitions
will be like in Michigan.
Even if you aren't attending NOAC, conclave is a great place to
gain experience and insight on ceremony and
dance technique. I'd like

to also encourage all
lodge members to attend the 100th anniversary celebration/
thumbuster weekend
coming up in May. I am
so glad that I am able to
serve as your Lodge
Vice Chief of Native
American Affairs and
your NOAC Contingent leader.

Secretary’s Section by Thomas G.
For a while I have
thought about how I
could better improve
the social media and
news related aspect of
our lodge. I have made
some changes to each
of these things. My adviser and I have made a
decision to add another
social media outlet to
our Lodge. We are going to start up a

YouTube page. We
have planned to have
the channel up in the
next few months. The
second is the Tayshas. I
am making sure that
every chapter and
Lodge Officer has an
input in the Tayshas.
The last one is the yearly scrapbooks. I would
like to have every chapter make their scrap-

book electronically,
whether it be a word
document or a power
point presentation. Doing this would enable us
to grade the chapter
scrapbooks over a platform like Google Drive
instead of driving to a
certain location to
grade them. I am very
excited about the upcoming year!
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Oklee Tuklo by Andrew F.
It has been a very busy
start for Okee Tuklo.
We are preparing for
conclave and NOAC by
having many ceremony
practices and dance
practices. So far this
year we have had two
cross over ceremonies,
for packs 333 and 359.
Our most recent activity happened this past
weekend on Saturday

the 28, we participated
in “Scout Up” an event
designed to show case
all that scouts has to
offer to younger boys
and parents. Thank you
to Cece, we had a tee
pee, regalia and much
more to help attract
boys. We also had a
couple of gifted boys
dance for them. As always we couldn`t have

done it without the help
of Cece Allen and Terry
Westmoreland.

“Several of our

Tall Timbers by Nolan B.
Tall Timbers is proud to
report that all 2015
chapter officer positions
have been filled, with all
officers in attendance
for the 2015 LLD. We
have one ceremony
team currently for the
Crossover ceremony,
with one ceremony successfully completed, and
with more to come. We
also have 3 OA elec-

tions occurring soon,
and more to come. Several of our members
have been signed up to
go to conclave, and several members are also
on the NOAC contingent. Also, last meeting,
we have discussed a
service project for the
chapter's meeting place
to renovate and repair
one of the outer walls

to stop leaking and
make space for storage.

is committed to practicing "Leave no Trace"
and shows this by annually cleaning a local park.
In addition to doing this
service, the chapter's
Vice Chief of Service is
currently planning additional ways for us as a
brotherhood to actively
demonstrate cheerful
service. As for our
brotherhood, Cherokee

been signed up
to go to
Conclave, and
several
members are
also on the
NOAC
contingent.”

Cherokee Trace by Levi M.
Cherokee Trace is
proud to maintain a
chapter backed by a
strong group of active
and experienced Arrowmen. From hosting
the 2014 lodge banquet
to starting off the new
year with a great set of
officers we intend to be
one of the highest performing chapters of
2015. Cherokee Trace

members have

Trace stresses the importance of attending
conclave and will be
helping to represent
Tejas lodge well at the
upcoming 2015 Conclave in Amarillo. All-in
-all, the Cherokee Trace
chapter expects to see a
great new year in celebration of the 100th
anniversary of the Order of the Arrow.
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Caddo
Article was not
submitted.

Naconiche by Nat S.
“We have been
working on the
district
crossover
ceremony that
is coming up
the week after
spring break.”

The Naconiche Chapter
is working on getting
elections scheduled and
the election teams
trained. This has been a
challenge with low numbers, but we have seen
an increase in attendance at the last meeting.
We hope this is related
to troop visits and recent Scoutmaster contacts. We have been

working on the district
crossover ceremony
that is coming up the
week after spring break.
We practiced at the last
meeting and had several
good walk-throughs.
This should be a great
gift to our Webelos as
they crossover into
Scouting!

Three Rivers by Joshua D.
The Three Rivers Chapter has done everything
it can to serve the
troops and packs in our
district. If the attendance level was up for
our meetings we could
do much more. Remember to go to your chapter meetings. Looking
forward to seeing everyone at conclave.
Sincerely, the Three

Rivers Chapter Vice
Chief of Administration
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Across
1. The translation of the “WWW” of our Order
Down
1. Reaffirmation of one's commitment to the Order
2. Arrowman in charge of the Ordeal
3. They are known for maintaining camping traditions, spirit, and providing cheerful service to
others
4. Order of the Arrow members exemplify these in their daily lives (4 words)
5. Highest honor that the Order of the Arrow can bestow
6. This year’s Ordeal Master
7. Number of commemorative sashes for NOAC
8. This started on the 2nd of March
9. Our Lodge’s current Vice Chief of Service
Hint: All lot of these answers can be found in this Tayshas
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Adviser’s Minute by Matt L.
Spring Cleaning
Just like spring cleaning at home, the lodge has a couple of important activities that are done each
spring. Our arrowmen across the lodge are busy this time of year holding unit elections and crossover ceremonies for troops and packs. Elections and crossovers are both great chances to represent the OA and
serve our future arrowmen. The cub scout you crossover today, might be our lodge chief in 5 or 6
years. The scouts that get elected in unit elections this spring will be our enthusiastic new members next
fall. So while it might be "work", show your future brothers a cheerful spirit in this "irksome" task. I would
also like to thank all the adults that work with our election and crossover teams getting them to the needed
locations. We could not be successful without your devotion to the program.

Amarillo by morning
I am looking forward to spending some quality time on the bus as we trek to Amarillo for the conclave. Our goal will truly be to get to Amarillo by morning. We will board the bus in Tyler on Friday evening and ride all night to arrive at the conclave early Saturday morning in time for a full day of activities. We
will camp in historic Palo Dura canyon and then return to East Texas after breakfast on Sunday. I hope you
decide to take this journey with the lodge.
The next lodge event to anticipate after conclave is the Lodge OA Centennial Celebration and Thumbuster
on May 2 and 3 at Pirtle. This will be your first chance to get the Tejas Lodge Centennial Lodge Flap. Your
officers are working hard to make this a great celebration and a fun event. I hope to see you at Pirtle.
Matt Lindsey
Tejas Lodge Adviser

Tayshas

The mission of the
Tejas Lodge, Order
of the Arrow is to
fulfill its purpose as
an integral part of
the East Texas Area
Council, Boy Scouts
of America through
positive youth leadership under the
guidance of selected
capable adults.

Final Notes by Thomas G.
I am very excited about all of the articles that were submitted. For
the first time we were able to get all of the Lodge Officers to have a
article in the Tayshas. There was only one chapter that did not have
an article in the Tayshas. If anyone has questions, comments, or you
would like to see something added, please email me at:
secretary@tejaslodge.org
I hope all of you enjoy this Tayshas and I will see you at Conclave.
WWW
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